
Prunus serotina

Black Cherry

Medium-sized tree, about two-thirds as wide as it is tall,
with leaves that first emerge a lovely bronze then turn
dark green and glossy.  Fragrant racemes of white
flowers in May or June followed by edible fruit, red
ripening to black. Loved by birds and wildlife. Fall color
is good: yellow to orange.  Bark is interesting in winter
as it resembles "burnt potato chips."  Leaves and twigs
are poisonous to livestock.  Susceptible to tent
caterpillars and black knot.

Suggested companions: sugar maple (Acer saccharum),
any of the oaks or hickories, witch hazel (Hamamelis
virginiana), virginia creeper (Parthenocissus
quinquefolia)

Photo Credit: © James L. Reveal. USDA, NRCS 1999.
The PLANTS database (http://plants.usda.gov/plants).
National Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA
70874-4490 USA

Wildlife attracting
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Fall color
Fragrant
Edible fruit
Butterfly attracting
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